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possible. The Columbia at "The Cascades," the Urubamba at "Pongo de 
Mainique, " the Rhine at the crossing of the Ardennes are only a few of the 
best known of scores of cases where a river cuts straight across a mountain range 
without violating the law of gravity. Apparently these critics were ignorant 
of such elementary drainage features as "antecedent," "superposed" and 
"captured" streams. 

In spite of the great natural difficulties in the way of gathering this in- 
formation in the field, we wish we could learn something from the book about 
the topography and lithology of the mountain ridges at the parallel of eleven 
degrees south. They are of immense interest in defining tne border of the 
Brazilian highland and in determining the position of the still more ancient 
mountain axes that run beyond the highland belt into the plains country of 
southwestern Amazonia. An exploration of these topographic features would 
be well worth undertaking, especially if it were combined with a study of the 
drainage and the forest flora. 

We are impelled to say in this connection that the book contains but one 
defect from the geographic standpoint, and that is the apparent approval of 
Church's explanation of the hydrography of the Madeira system (p. 232). 
Church's work deserves great respect. Much of it was the fruit of severe toil 
by " a real wilderness explorer. ' ' Yet some of his most confident explanations, 
while original and indeed brilliant, were really hypotheses and not explanations. 
The "Andean Sea" ("Pampean," of Church?) lacks confirmation. If a huge 
alluvial fan or foreland plain were built eastward of the Andes, thus (and not 
by "upheaval") reversing the Madeira, it would be an interesting occurrence; 
but we have yet to find other proof of the reversal than the existence of such 
a fan. There is a distinction between a competent agent and an actual or 
operative agent. It would be laboring the point to carry thus far the discussion 
of what is, after all, but a minor feature of the book, if it were not for the 
wide publicity given the proposed explanation of Church by so deservedly 
popular an author as Roosevelt. 

One of the best contributions of the book is the light it throws on the work 
of the Brazilians themselves, especially that of Colonel Rondon and his associ- 
ates, Captain Amilear and Lieutenant Lyra. Portuguese is read by so few 
scientific men, and the Brazilian government is so modest in the exploitation of 
its remarkable reports, that the reading public, and even specialists, know 
altogether too little of the work of Brazilian explorers. The achievements of 
the Brazilian, Telegraphic Commission in the northern part of Matto Grosso are 
extraordinary in every respect. 

A practical cattleman like our author could not fail to be impressed by the 
possibilities of the grasslands of the great Plan Alto of Brazil and of the Gran 
Chaeo of Paraguay and Bolivia. There are excellent descriptions of ranch life 
in remote corners of Brazil. One of the most characteristic is that of the 
ranch on the Taquary, the ride through the marshes that alternate with patches 
of higher ground topped with clumps of palm, and the half -clad ox-drivers and 
horse-herders at the river landing. The herds and cowboys of the Chaeo; the 
contrast between the grass-covered Parecis Plateau, on the edge of the high 
central plain of Brazil, and the Paraguayan marshes; the hamlets along the 
Upper Paraguay; the economic state of the scattered and isolated communities 
•on the fringe of civilization; the religion and morality of the frontiersmen — 
all are brought into the story. Such work by a trained and reliable observer 
serves two purposes : it makes known some of the most interesting places in the 
world, and if there come great changes in the state of civilization of these 
frontier societies, the accurate description of their early state has immense 
historical interest. Isaiah Bowman. 

AFRICA 

Oeschichte der Aufteilung und Kolonisation Afrikas seit dem 
Zeitalter der Entdeckungjen. Von Paul Darmstaedter. 1. Band: 
1415-1870. viii and 320 pp. Maps, index. G. J. Goschen, Berlin, 1913. 
Mk. 7.50. 8% x 6%. 

This volume carries the history of the European advance upon Africa from 
the first days of Portuguese enterprise down to 1870. In 1870 the exploitation 
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of Africa was to all intents in a resting stage. Sparsely threaded along the 
coasts were unimportant little settlements under European flags and behind 
was the great blackness of the life that was Africa. How these settlements 
had come into being, how European nations had invented the theory of ' ' hinter- 
land" and had then gone to sleep upon their rights, this is the theme of the 
volume. The obscure has possessed a peculiar charm for the author, and the 
difficulties which beset the student of these movements of European coloniza- 
tion have attracted him to the most recondite investigation. Perhaps the most 
obscure chapter of African history is the Swedish settlement upon the Guinea 
coast. Beyond the mere fact that there was such a settlement little has been 
known. Darmstaedter gives the first complete narrative of the incident. A 
second volume is promised which shall cover the newer history of the partition 
of Africa. It will be awaited with interest by all who have found the charm 
of this opening volume. William Churchill. 

The Women of Egypt. By Elizabeth Cooper. 380 pp. Ills., index. F. A. 
Stokes Co., New York, 1914. $2. • 8 x 5%. 
The record of a western woman's attempt to penetrate the seclusion of the 
Egyptian harem and learn from the Egyptian woman herself what her life is 
and how she looks upon life. The attempt is most praiseworthy and was quite 
thoroughgoing, and yet little that is new to those familiar with the. subject has 
been uncovered. It has long been known that Moslem women approve of their 
own enclosure in the home, and are strenuous upholders of it; that the freedom 
of the Moslem husband to divorce his wife and to introduce other wives into 
his family is the pivot upon which the family life of Islam turns. The familiar 
intercourse of the writer with Egyptian women of all classes throws pathetic 
interest over the position of women in the Mohammedan world. 

David H. Buel. 

Taschenbuch fur Siidwestafrika 1914. 7. Jahrgang. Eerausgegeben 
von Kurd Schwabe, P. Kuhn, G. Fock. Part 1 : 258 pp. Part 2 : Verkehr, 
Ansiedlung, Statistik. 125 pp. Part 3: Gesetze und Verordnungen. 368 
pp. Index. D. Reimer (E. Vohsen), Berlin, 1914. Mk. 6. 6%x4y 2 . 
For the person who intends touring Southwest Gorman Africa, as well as 
the individual who wishes to make an intensive study of the region, these books 
recommend themselves. The first volume is of value for information con- 
cerning latitude and longitude of important places and some other miscel- 
laneous data. Volume II contains details relative to transportation facilities, 
both locally and with other regions, a description of economic conditions, and 
important statistics of the region. Volume III presents the laws of the country. 
The material seems to be well organized; it is compactly written and sys- 
tematically arranged. The information is just the sort one would desire who 
is making his first entrance into a foreign land. These books are intended 
probably not so much for the average tourist as for the man on business or the 
settler. These handbooks are well worth while. Eugene Van Cleep. 

ASIA 

The Odyssey of the Philippine Commission. By Daniel E. Williams. 
364 pp. Ills., index. A. C. McClurg & Co., Chicago, 1913. $1.75. 7%x5. 
A chronological record is, perhaps, the most difficult sort of material to 
present interestingly. The author of this book has succeeded remarkably well; 
and the information imparted is of much value. The reader may learn from 
the book not alone of the political relationship between the United States and 
the Philippines, but also of the geography of our island possessions and the 
full meaning of the position of the Philippines in Asiatic waters close to China 
and Japan. The reader may derive from the book a clear idea of the topo- 
graphic, climatic, agricultural and industrial characteristics of the islands and 
of the types of peoples, with their habits and customs. The author served in 
an official capacity in the islands when the commission began its work in 1900, 
and has been intimately associated with the region ever since. A good map is 
the only thing lacking. Eugene Van Cleef. 



